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MY THOUGHTS...

As we round out the 
first marking period 
we are all preparing to 
enter into a very busy 
time with the holiday 
season quickly 
approaching and 
Thanksgiving right 

around the corner. However, there is 
another important date on next week's 
calendar- Election Day. On Tuesday, 
November 6,  Maryland will head to the 
polls to participate in a process that is not 
only our right but our responsibility as 
democratic citizens. These, I know, are 
words that have become a bit lofty and 
cliche, however, elected officials have an 
enormous impact on education from local 
elections to Congressional elections. In 
fact, we have three of our own Board of 
Education seats on the ballot.  I encourage 
you to exercise your right to vote and ask 
that you consider how each candidate 
supports education as you prepare to cast 
your ballot. 

Last week we hosted the joint board 
meeting between the Cecil County Board 
of Education and the Cecil College Board 
of Trustees. We enjoy a tremendous 
partnership with Cecil College, so this 
annual meeting is always a celebration of 
the programs and initiatives that exist 
between our two institutions. 

As always, thank you for your support of 
Cecil County Public Schools

Sincerely,
Jeffrey A. Lawson, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools 

Our Mission is to provide an excellent prekindergarten through graduation learning experience that 
enables ALL students to demonstrate the skills, knowledge, and attitudes required for lifelong 

learning and productive citizenship in an ever-changing global society.

GEM Awards Recipients

This week we awarded another round of Going the Extra Mile (GEM) Awards! This 
employee recognition program allows employees to nominate other employees for 
going above and beyond to support their school or department, their colleagues, our 
students, and our school system as a whole. Recipients will be selected several times 
each month and will be recognized by a member of the Leadership Team at the 
school or office of the recipient.  
Congratulations to the following individuals who received GEM Awards!  To learn 
more about the GEM Award program, visit www.ccps.org/gem. 

@DrJalawson

 Marie Berg, Jessica Casbolt, 
Steph Kilchenstein 

Division of Education Services

Doris Cloud
Bainbridge 

Elementary School

Will Whitten
Maintenance Department

Upcom ing Dat es
November 6-  Election Day/Professional Day- Schools closed for students
November 7- Start of second marking period
November 21- Thanksgiving holiday- schools closed for students & 10-month staff
November 22-23- Thanksgiving holiday- schools & offices closed

Joshua Mangold
Kenmore Elementary School

Jackie Bell
Chesapeake City 

Elementary School

Rick Ortiz
Technology Services

Liz Banal
Elkton Middle School



This partnership program between Cecil 
College and Cecil County Public Schools is 
in its first year and is housed at Elkton 
High School. Upon successful completion 
of the program, students will earn a high 
school diploma and an Associate of Arts 
degree in General Studies. In addition, 
multiple articulation agreements with 
other colleges are in place to facilitate the 
transfer to a bachelor degree program of 
study.

This first cohort of students in comprised of twenty-seven high school 
freshmen representing three of the county's five high schools.  Early 
College Academy (ECA) blends high 
school and college into a rigorous yet 
supportive program, compressing the 
time it takes to complete a high 
school diploma and the first two years 
of college. While taking classes, 
students are guided through seminars 
and individualized advising to help 
them build academic skills.   

Throughout their enrollment, 
students are supported by tutors, mentors, and advisors from Cecil 
County Public Schools and Cecil College staff.  For more information 
on the Early College Academy, visit the website. 

PROGRAM FOCUS:
EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY

Cecil County Public Schools does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, gender 
and gender identity, age, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, or disabling condition.
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SOCIAL MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

CCPS & Cecil College  Hold Joint 
Board Meeting

This week's featured social media post is from North 
East High School's Facebook page.  A group of North 
East High 10th and 11th grade students worked 
together to uplift the spirits of their fellow classmates 
and teachers. They wrote inspirational and positive 
comments on sticky notes and posted them all over 
the school.  All students and staff were encouraged to 
take a positive sticky note and give it to someone who 
needed encouragement or who inspires them. Follow 
NEHS on Facebook and Instagram!

Follow
 Us!

On October 22, 2018, the Board of Education of Cecil County and the 
Cecil College Board of Trustees held their annual joint board meeting at 
the Cecil County School of Technology. The meeting focused on the 
partnership programs between 
the two education agencies. 

In addition to the agreements 
between CCPS and Cecil 
College for high school 
students to earn college credit 
while in high school (dual 
enrollment, college course 
offerings at the high schools, 
and senior waiver), the two education agencies have a number of other 
partnership initiatives to support students at both institutions through 
program alignment. For example, the college is currently working with 
CCPS to establish a logistics certificate embedded in the curriculum at 
Cecil County School of Technology whereby students would graduate 
with a high school diploma and a certificate with associated college 
credits in logistics. 

Click here to learn more about the numerous partnerships between 
CCPS and Cecil College. 

https://www.ccps.org/domain/1515
https://twitter.com/CCPSMD
https://www.instagram.com/ccpsmd/
https://www.facebook.com/CCPSMD/
https://www.boarddocs.com/mabe/cecil/Board.nsf/files/B5MSSE6AF37E/$file/CCPS%20Cecil%20Partnerships%20%202018%20Brochure.pdf
https://www.ccps.org/Page/3128

